INTO^BATTLE
and declarations cannot by themselves restore trust and confidence
unless and until they are made good by deeds and by conduct
extending over a considerable time. While eight million Czechs
are held in bondage ; while the violation of the Munich Agreement
remains unrepaired, not to mention other painful difficulties, a
formidable barrier exists between Nazi Germany and the peaceful,
law-respecting, liberty-loving civilisation of the world.
The denunciation of the Anglo-German Naval Agreement need
excite no regrets or alarm. The British Navy cannot be overtaken
by any efforts which Nazi Germany may make. It would no
doubt be better that those efforts should be diverted to building a
German Fleet than that they should be concentrated upon the
growth of air power, which is a menace to all, or upon land
armaments by which smaller neighbours can be overrun.
Stripped of its verbiage and trimmings, Herr Hitler's speech
reveals a wish to isolate Poland and to present an issue to Poland
in the most plausible form, backed by a sombre gesture. The
denunciation of the Non-Aggression Pact with Poland, which was
not to end until 1944, must be regarded as the most serious feature
of the speech and as a new cause for anxiety. The Hitler method
has always been to take one step at a time and, while reassuring
others, to get one country shut up with him alone. For all these
reasons it is of the highest consequence that there should be no
slackening of the vigilance and preparation of the peace-seeking
Powers of Europe and no diminution of the influence which the
United States is exercising for the common good.
It is upon the continuance of these vast processes that any
real escape from our dangers must depend. There are many
passages in Herr Hitler's speech which would seem designed to
induce Great Britain to abandon her precautions and to withdraw
from the part she has pledged herself to play in Eastern Europe.
Such blandishments have on several occasions been the prelude to
acts of Nazi violence. They will not have any effect upon the now
thoroughly awakened British public opinion. Above all, they will
not in the slightest degree retard the growth of our defence forces.
It is quite natural that Herr Hitler should not like the way in
which the Great War ended. He would rather it had ended in a
German victory, and in the kind of peace treaties which Germany
would have made, like the Treaty of Brest Litovsk, or the treaty
with Rumania or like the terms which were to be enforced upon
Belgium even up to the middle of 1918. Whatever may be said
against the Treaty of Versailles it was an instrument mild in com-
parison with these German conceptions. In the German view,
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